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Study Guide on the Book of Acts
	Column 1 

	Column 2 


	Introduction to the book of Acts
	· The book of Acts is a historical look of the first 30 years of the early church
· Acts/praxeis (in Greek)- word often used to describe the achievements of great people
· Peter (chapters 1-12) and Paul (13-28), but it could be called the Acts of the Holy Spirit through the apostles
· The book is also divided by sections, (chapters 1-8) to the Jews and Samaria and (chapters 9-28) to the rest of the world

	
	· The sovereign superintending work was far more significant than that of any human being
· The Holy Spirit directed, controlled and empowered the church and caused it to grow
· The church grew in numbers, spiritual power and influence

	Author and Date
Audience

	· Luke is the author of the book of Acts, although he is not named in either book
· Acts is a continuation of the record, noting what Jesus accomplished in the early church
· Luke was Paul’s close friend, traveling companion and personal physician
· The book was written shortly after, during Paul’s imprisonment (Cesarean or Roman) AD 60 to 62
· Along with the gospel of Luke this book is also addressed to the “Most Excellent (this title suggest that he was a Roman official of some importance) Theophilus-which means lover of God

	Reason
Theme
Key Verse
	· The book of Acts was used as a legal document to serve as testimony on behalf of Paul’s missionary journeys
· The gospel message is for everyone, everywhere
· Acts 1:8-But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witness in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth

	Background and Setting
	· The book of Acts was written to give Theophilus and others who would have read his work a narrative of those things that Jesus had accomplished during His earthly ministry
· beginning with Jesus’ ascension, through the birth of the church on the day of Pentecost, to Paul's preaching at Rome.
· Acts chronicle the spread and the growth of the church and the mounting opposition of the gospel

	Historical and Theological Themes
	· Acts recorded the initial response to the Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20)
· The book provided information on the first 3 decades of the church’s existence, materials found nowhere else in the New Testament
· Though Acts is not a doctrinal work, nonetheless it emphasized that Jesus of Nazareth was Israel’s long-awaited Messiah
· It shows that the gospel is offered to all people, not just the Jews
· The work of the Holy Spirit is mentioned more than fifty times in the book.
· Acts also makes frequent use of the Old Testament: for example, in the text Acts 2:17-21 (Joel 2:28-32); 2:25-28 (Ps 16:8-11); 2:35 (Ps 110:1); 4:11 (Ps 118:22); 4:25-26 (Ps 2:1-2; 7:49-59 (Is 66:1-2); 8:32-33 (Is 53:7-8); 28:26-27

	I. The Witness to Jerusalem (1:9-8:3)
	A. Prologue (1:1-8)
B. The Anticipation of The Church (1:9-26)
C. The Founding of The Church (2:1-47)
D. The Growth of The Church (3:1-8:3)
1. Apostles: Preaching, healing, and enduring persecution (3:1-5:42)
2. Deacons: Praying, teaching, and enduring persecution (6:1-8:3)

	II. The Witness to Judea and Samaria (8:4-12:25)
	A. The gospel to the Samaritans (8:4-25)
B. The Conversion of a Gentile (8:26-40)
C. The Conversion of Saul (9:1-31)
D. The gospel of Judea (9:32-43)
E. The gospel to the Gentiles (10:1-11:30)
F. The Persecution by Herod (12:1-25)

	III. The Witness to the Ends of the Earth (13:1-28:21)
	A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey 13:1-14:28)
B. The Jerusalem Council (15:1-35)
C. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (15:36-18:22)
D. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (18:23-21:16)
E. Paul’s Jerusalem and Cesarean Trials (21:17-26:32)
F. Paul’s Journey to Rome (21:1-28:31)

	Questions
	1. Have you ever experienced the Holy Spirit moving around you? If so, what happened?
2. What do you think was going through Ananias mind when the Lord told him to heal Saul, the man who was persecuting his friends?
3. Do you think Paul dealt with any fear of what others thought of him during his first time out? How do you think he overcame that fear?
4. What was the council debating? What was the final consensus? What does it mean for us?
5. What can we learn from the book of Acts about the Holy Spirit's special role in our lives?
6. Have you ever been blocked by the Holy Spirit from going somewhere? If so, what happened?
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